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WOMEN AND SOCIAL CRISIS
WSTU 2700   
COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course develops a feminist and multidisciplinary perspective on women and girls caught up in social crises such as natural disasters, armed conflict, epidemic, genocide, and financial upheaval. Drawing on the sociology of gender and related scholarship, field studies, survivor narratives, government reports, and other materials, we will analyze how gender relations position women and men differently before, during and after these extreme periods. 

My  primary objective is to introduce you to the key theoretical, practical, and ethical issues 

raised by gender relations in this context. We will consider structural, not personal, crises; that is, widespread social, political, economic and cultural conditions creating urgent needs and calling for extraordinary collective responses. Social crises are manifested in the everyday experiences of individuals but are socially constituted and can only be transcended through collective action. By focusing on women’s survival and change strategies at the personal, household, organizational, and institutional levels we will challenge the myths of women as universal victim and/or heroine.  What opportunities for empowerment emerge from social crisis? How do gender relations and women’s movements change during crisis, response and reconstruction? 
This is not a course exploring a particular catastrophe or war but an opportunity to reflect holistically on crisis and “normalcy” in women’s lives. The course material will help us clarify and articulate our core beliefs about women’s agency in the face of deeply embedded structural constraints, linkages and divisions among women globally and between personal and structural change, relationships between women and men now and in the future, and peace and social justice in the 21st century.
COURSE PROCESS 
We will cover a wide range of material on very complex subjects in a short period of time—and I expect we will frequently disagree. I look forward to impassioned, informed debate conducted with respect for the ideas, feelings and concerns of every student. Each of you will bring something different and valuable to our dialogue—but only if you make the commitment now to attend class prepared to share your ideas. 
I teach women’s studies from a sociological perspective, drawing on the past quarter-century of feminist scholarship and action globally and in this country, as well as my own research, writing, reading, and experience. My role in the classroom is to facilitate your own learning, support and guide your independent research and writing, and help you develop and strengthen your ability to critically analyze gender relations in culture and society. If  feasible, we will break into small groups to help relate course materials to our personal lives, to compare notes on difficult readings and consider assigned discussion questions. The work groups will also help you share specific ideas and resources as you develop your research portfolio [see below]. As student learners and teachers, each of you will assume responsibility for organizing and facilitating part of one class meeting based on your research topic, including selecting assigned readings and writing examination questions. 
SPECIFIC COURSE OBJECTIVES
In addition to the above, we have specific objectives in our reading, discussion and writing this term. We will endeavor to:
· Critically assess essentialist concepts of women as universal victims/heroines  

· Relate gender relations to social crises in different contexts and to crisis response, and reconstruction    

· Analyze how social class, sexuality, age, disability, race/ethnicity, religion, culture and other factors differentiate women’s experiences before, during, and after extreme events or periods
· Identify and evaluate strategies used by women to survive and to respond to crisis  

· Relate the experiences of US women in crisis to global patterns and trends  
I also intend this class to be an opportunity for you to:
· Strengthen and develop your research, analysis and writing skills

· Enjoy opportunities for collaborative work

· Gain teaching as well as learning experience

COURSE POLICIES
The Women’s Studies Program fully endorses the University of Denver’s Honor Code and the procedures put forth by the Office of Citizenship and Community Standards. Academic dishonesty—including plagiarism, cheating, and falsification of data and research—is in violation of the code and will result in a failing grade for the assignment or for the course. As student members of a community committed to academic integrity and honesty, it is your responsibility to become familiar with the DU Honor Code and its procedures. We will discuss the honor code (www.du.edu/honorcode) and the definition of plagiarism in class.

With respect to attendance: Please do not explain any absence by phone or e-mail but simply make your best effort to come to every class prepared to participate in class discussion. If you have an emergency or extended illness which prevents you from 
coming to class, let me know as soon as possible using course e-mail network on Blackboard. A grade of incomplete will be granted 
only under special circumstances. Incompletes endlessly complicate your life—avoid them like the plague. Occasionally, it is not possible to submit required work on time because, well, life intervenes. Under some circumstances, I may accept late work but late work cannot receive full credit. On-line journal entries lose points if they are late or incomplete and will not be reviewed at all if posted more than one week late. Deadlines for parts of the final research portfolio are flexible [see below] but the final paper must be received on time or it will not be graded. Please see me as soon as possible if you anticipate missing class on a day set when time has been set aside for you or project work is due in your work group. Be in touch with me early on if you find you are falling behind for any reason. I am here to help you succeed! Also, should you need special accommodations or assistance of any kind to help you overcome obstacles, e-mail me before the first class session and I will do what I can to facilitate your studies. Are writing projects challenging? I am happy to read (but not grade) early drafts of your written work and help connect you with writing tutors available on campus. Don’t let the internet replace the library! Reference librarians, tours, and other resources are available to help demystify the library. We will talk more about this in class. Finally, doing everything at once (and perfectly, of course) is stressful. Let me know if life seems overwhelming and I’ll connect you with some of the excellent resource people available to you here at DU. 

Contact me with questions or concerns. The best e-mail to use is that provided through Blackboard. I will not be able to hold regular office hours but can meet with you individually in the half hour following every class meeting or by appointment.
REQUIRED TEXTS:
Ronit Lentin (ed.), Gender & Catastrophe (Zed Books 1997).
Susan Hawthorne and Bronwyn Winter (eds.), After Shock, September 11, 2001: Global Feminist Perspectives (Spinifex 2002)
Beverly Bell, Walking on Fire: Haitian Women’s Stories of Survival and Resistance (Cornell 2001)

Velma Wallis, Two Old Women: An Alaska Legend of Betrayal, Courage and Survival (HarperCollins 1993)
On-line readings will be assigned occasionally, e.g. publications from the UN Division for the Advancement of Women, International Labour Organization, UNIFEM, BRIDGE and others. Occasionally, you will also be assigned articles on electronic reserve at Penrose Library.
Note: In the latter half of the course, each student will select one or two additional readings in support of the class lecture/discussion they are preparing and these are required readings as well. I will make them available to you one week before they are assigned.   
COURSE REQUIREMENTS
1. Class participation:  P/F
Attendance and informed class participation is expected of all students. You will not receive an A  if you do not attend class regularly and demonstrate your intellectual engagement with the topics under discussion. 
2.  On-line reading journal:   24 points  

Following guidelines to be distributed at our first class meeting, you are asked to post weekly reading responses to me electronically. You will submit 9 journal responses, each of which covers all assigned readings; each submission earns from 0-3 points [I will drop the lowest of the 9 grades]. I will evaluate your reading responses on the basis of  completion, timeliness and thoughtfulness. 

To be considered for full credit, the reading journal must be e-mailed to me so that I receive it no later than 5 pm on the Monday before our Tuesday class [see Important Dates below]. As the journal covers all assignments for the week, this means you must structure your reading time in advance to complete all readings on a weekly (not twice weekly) basis. Plan ahead for the inevitable technological failures. For extra credit, you may include news clippings, cartoons, songs, photos, poems, or other cultural statements on the relevant topics. However, I use extra credit only to “tip the balance” between final grades; these do not apply to your final grade in any other way.   
3. Independent research portfolio: 76 points 
This class offers you a general framework for integrating gender analysis in the study of social crisis. I also want you to have the opportunity to develop an extended analysis of a particular issue that you may know quite a bit about already, or perhaps very little. You can develop one of our course topics (e.g. disaster, epidemic) in historical perspective, or cross-culturally or investigate topics we have not covered extensively (e.g. the Holocaust, famine). 
Guidelines for this assignment will be distributed in class and class time will be reserved for feedback on your progress. At the end of the second week, I will ask you for a written outline of the topic you want to investigate. By the end of the third week, we will have agreed on the topic and I will suggest some sources to get you started. This assignment is in lieu of a final examination and warrants the equivalent effort.
Working throughout the term, you will develop a comprehensive portfolio with the following (weighted) components. These must be submitted on time [see Important Dates] using the course webpage on Blackboard in order to receive full credit. I will respond electronically as your portfolio develops over the term.
  5 points:  Weekly additions of current events “clippings” to your portfolio (minimum of 2)

  5 points:  Weekly bibliographic entries added to your portfolio (minimum of 2)
10 points:  Critical analysis of a relevant journal article based on scholarly research (3-4 pages) 

10 points:  Fact sheet designed for a general audience (2-3 pages)

31 points:  Final paper analyzing empirical data theoretically (15-20 pp) 

15 points:  Classroom presentation based on written lecture outline 
The evaluation criteria for each of these components are: 
· Timeliness (presenting on the day set aside for you)  

· Completion (including all components required for the portfolio) 

· Analysis (relating core concepts and perspectives developed in class lectures, readings and discussion to your independent reading and analysis)

· Presentation (organizing and facilitating class readings and discussion)

Proposals for collaborative research and presentations are very welcome. If you work with a group we will come to an agreement about outcomes, responsibilities and evaluation of each of you. I am also happy to consider proposals to present your research findings using drama, song, photography, art or other media (substituting for some of the above portfolio components). See me early in the term if you are considering this and we will come to an agreement about alternative submissions and evaluation.  
COURSE TOPICS AND READING ASSIGNMENTS
Note: Readings are assigned by topic rather than by date. Prepare for class discussion on the topic by completing the reading and submitting your on-line reading response journal BY 5 P.M. MONDAY for class on Tuesday.
WEEK ONE:

Introduction and Overview 
March 23 and 25 
Readings:

No reading response journal due 
1. Lentin [L]: Lentin, Introduction: (En)gendering genocides
2. Hawthorne and Winter [H&W]:  Introduction; and your choice of selections from “Whose Terrorism?” (15-20 pps)

3. On-line:  Caiazza, Why gender matters in understanding September ll. Women, militarism and violence. Source: http://www.iwpr.org/. Go to PDF on the left, then down to Democracy and Society section
4. On-line:  Gender in Crisis Response, ILO Fact Sheet. on. Source: 
                                      http://www.ilo.org/public/english/employment/recon/crisis/download/factsheet.pdf
Also, begin familiarizing yourself with these websites:
UNIFEM’s new metasite: http://www.womenwarpeace.org/h_index.htm



Reliefweb: http://www.reliefweb.int/w/rwb.nsf
Gender and Disaster Network: http://online.northumbria.ac.uk/geography_research/gdn/
Tuesday: 

Self-introductions 




Course overview and theoretical framework




Video: South Asia Women Facing Disaster (excerpts)




Women and Disaster (NOW documentary on 9/11)
Thursday:  

Lecture/discussion 



Structural analysis of social crisis




Why gender? Why women? 



Living with crisis: structure and agency  
WEEK TWO:

Environmental and technological disasters 
March 30 and April 1  
Readings:
1. L: Rosario, ‘Disasters’ and Bangladeshi women 

2. On-line: Enarson, Gender Equality, Environmental Management, and Natural Disaster Mitigation. Report from the On-Line Conference conducted by the Division for the Advancement of Women. Download and skim: http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/env_manage/documents/BP2-2001Nov16.pdf  

Tuesday: 

Video: Living with Risk (excerpts) 




Photo essay and women’s disaster stories   
Thursday: 

Lecture/discussion 




Gendered vulnerabilities and capacities in crisis



Women’s actions: constraints and possibilities

WEEK THREE:
Displacement [exile, displacement] 
April 6 and 8
Readings: 


1. L: Butalia, A question of silence: partition, women and the state
2. On-line: Read at least one of these background papers for the DAW Expert Working Group on Trafficking. Source:  http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/egm/trafficking2002/documents
3. E-reserve: Nagata, “Coping with internment”
4. E-reserve: Lykes, “Speaking against the silence”
Tuesday: 

Lecture/discussion 





Moving across borders








Women refugees: from needs to interests and human rights 




Women’s actions: constraints and possibilities
Thursday: 

Video: South Asian Women Facing Disaster (excerpt) 



Voices of women in exile or guest speaker (tbd)
WEEK FOUR:

Armed conflict [standing armies, liberation wars, war on terrorism] 

April 13 and 15 
Readings:

1. On-line:  Marshall, Women’s Role in Post-Conflict Iraq. Source:  http://www.womenwagingpeace.net/content/articles/WinningThePeaceReport.pdf    
2. On-line:  Barakat and Wardell, ILO Working paper # 4, Capitalizing on capacities of Afghan women. Hard copy available from EE or download at: http://www.ilo.org/public/english/employment/recon/crisis/download/afghanwomen.pdf
3. H&W:  Your choice of selections from “Whose War?” and “Whose Peace” (30 pp total)

4. H&W:  From “Reflections” section read these six articles (easy reading): Enloe (284-289); Petchesky (348-363): Hawthorne (373-394); Lentin (430-450); McKinnon (467-473); Bell (474-494); and Winter (493-525). 
Recommended: Amani El Jack, Gender and Armed Conflict, BRIDGE report. Source: http://www.ids.ac.uk/bridge/reports_gend_CEP.html. Also recommended in Lentin: Boric, Dowler, and Ishtar.
Tuesday:  

Lecture/discussion




Women on the front lines; women on the home front




Militarization and masculinization 



Women’s actions: constraints and possibilities 

Thursday:  

Video: Beneath the Veil [Afghanistan] or Scraps of Life [Argentina]



Possible guest speaker 
WEEK FIVE:

Time for Independent Work 
April 20 and 22
Readings:


1.  Wallis, Two Old Women [all]
2.  Begin reading Bell
3.  Search for readings you want to use for your own lecture period  
Tuesday: 

In-class time for individual discussion of portfolio and resource 



sharing
Thursday::

Open discussion





Learning from women’s stories: the Alaska narrative [Wallis]




Your mother’s story and yours





Mid-term student evaluation/informal feedback




WEEK SIX:

Economic crisis 

April 27 and 29 
Readings:
1. Bell, Walking on Fire, Sections 1-4. Read the analytic section introductions and then as many of the narrative accounts as possible. 

2. On-line: Tutnjevic, Gender and Financial/Economic Downturn. ILO Working paper #9. Hard copy available from EE or download at: http://www.ilo.org/public/english/employment/recon/crisis/download/wp9.pdf  

Recommended: Enarson, ILO Working paper #1, Gender, Work and Disaster. Source: http://www.ilo.org/public/english/employment/recon/crisis/publ/wp1.htm

Tuesday: 

Lecture/discussion




Gendered economies of production and care





Haiti: a case study




Women’s actions: constraints and possibilities
Thursday: 

Video: Diamonds in the Dark 


 

WEEK SEVEN:
Enslavement and genocide

May 3, 5

Readings:
1. L:  Thomas, Enslaved black women: politics of reproduction. . .
2. L:  Corcoran-Nantes, Chattels and concubines. . . 
3. L: Ringelheim, Genocide and gender: a split memory
4. L:  Kikhang, Women face cultural genocide. . .
5.   On-line: Hogg, Women accused of genocide in Rwanda. Source:http://www.ichrdd.ca/english/commdoc/publications/women/bulletin/vol4no1/womenAccusedOfGenocideRwanda.html




5. E-reserve: Landesman, “Sex slaves on Main Street”

6. E-reserve: Tec, Resilience and Courage: Women, Men and the Holocaust (“Conclusions”)
Tuesday: 

Lecture/discussion





Contemporary global slavery





Modern genocidal movements

 



Women’s actions: constraints and possibilities

Thursday:  

Continued 

WEEK EIGHT:
Health crises [epidemics; violence; famine]
May 11 and 13
Readings:

1. L: Kelleher, Woman as famine victim. .

2. L: Hague, Rape, power and masculinity. . 
3. L: Zur, Reconstructing the self thru memories of violence. . .
4. L:  Sancho, The ‘comfort woman’ system. . .

5. L: Bakare-Yusuf, The economy of violence: black bodies. . . 
6. On-line: Gender and HIV/AIDS, Gender and Development NBRIEF update (Issue 11).Source:  http://www.ids.ac.uk/bridge/dgb11.html
7. On-line: HIV/AIDS Pandemic and Its Gender Implications, DAW Expert Working Group (Namibia 2000). Read a few of the papers that interest you. Source: http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/hivaids/hivegmdoc.html   

Tuesday: 

Lecture/discussion




Engendering HIV/AIDS: root causes 




Gender violence (“normalcy” and “crisis”)






Women’s actions: constraints and possibilities

Thursday: 

Video: Calling the Ghosts [Bosnia] 
WEEK NINE: 

Student Case Studies: Women Responding to Crisis  

May 18 and 20 and 25
Readings:

Articles and sources distributed by students one week in advance of class presentation. We will work out the schedule in class and decide on readings collectively.   
Tuesday: 

Student lecture/discussion 

Thursday:  

Student lecture/discussion

Tuesday: 

Student lecture/discussion

WEEK TEN:

Women’s Empowerment and the Reduction of Risk

May 27 
Readings:

1. Bell, Section 5, “Resistance transforming power” and “Epilogue”
2. On-line: Enarson, Building Disaster Resilient Communities: Learning from Community Women. Invited Presentation to the DAW Panel on Environmental Management and Mitigation of Natural Disasters:  A Gender Perspective. March, 2002. Source: http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/csw46/panel-Enarson.pdf.
3. E-reserve: bell hooks, Feminist Theory: From Margin to Center, chapters on “Sisterhood”and “Men” 
Thursday: 

Lecture/discussion




Engendering the agenda of social change 




Women working with women, women working with men

IMPORTANT DATES:

Mondays:  
On-line reading response journals due in my e-mail box by 5 pm


March 29; April 5,12,19,26; May 3, 10, 17, 24 
Thursdays:      
Weekly entries to your portfolio: current events and the  bibliography 



April 15, 22, 29; May 6, 13, 12, 27 
April 1:  

Short written proposal for your portfolio topic

April 15 or 20

Journal article critique
April 29 or May 4 
Fact sheet

TBD:


The date of your class lecture will be determined by April 8. You will 



hand in a detailed outline of your lecture and 1-2 outside reading 




assignments for the class one week before your lecture date. 
June 3


Final paper: due in my e-mail box by midnight. I will respond by e-mail 



to a rough draft submitted earlier (at your pleasure) if it has been 




thoroughly proofed and edited and includes work on each required 



section.  
