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Overview

Taking the view that disasters are neither natural nor inevitable, we will examine how social vulnerabilities to hazards and disastrous events are produced and how people act to reduce risk. In this context, we analyze gender relations as a central organizing principle in human societies and hence in environmental and technological disasters. Readings focus specifically on girls and women, whose cultural status, social relations, and everyday living conditions often put them at increased risk but may also engage them in active hazard mitigation and disaster response. International case studies illustrate the complex causes of gendered vulnerability, gender-biased disaster practices, and patterns of difference among the world’s women before, during, and after disasters. We conclude by considering strategies for increasing women’s safety, with particular attention to integrating gender equity into disaster reduction and sustainable development initiatives. 

One of the advantages of studying disasters through women’s eyes is the new and unexplored angle of vision this affords on social relations in disaster vulnerability, mitigation, preparation, relief, and reconstruction. A women’s studies approach to disasters encourages analysis of nationality, sexuality, ethnicity, social class, age and other patterns of difference among women in an environment supportive of open and constructive debate about difference.

Women’s studies students approach ideas differently and draw on many different disciplines. While the overall approach of this course is sociological, assigned readings will draw on geography, anthropology, economics, development studies, political science and other fields. We will read theoretical literature as well as field accounts of specific events, as much of what is known about women’s experience in disasters comes from relief workers, emergency managers, disaster planners, women disaster survivors and others with first-hand experience. 

This is a new field so we will be close intellectual collaborators this term. Your research, writing, and ideas will contribute toward the development of a more gender-sensitive approach to hazards and disasters. 

Course structure and expectations

Course material will be covered through in-class discussion, small group work, guest speakers, and videos as well as lectures. We will often work in seminar format so completing assigned readings before class is essential. I will provide weekly reading guides to help put readings in context and structure our discussion. Few texts or readers are available in this field so plan ahead and leave yourself library time. Reserve readings are required reading. There is one copy of every article on 2-hour reserve and one copy on 3-day reserve. You may want to coordinate with other students to check out articles in batches throughout the term and make cheaper photocopies than are available in the library.

Independent thought and original work are expected and required of all students. Regardless of the circumstances, you should know that I respect and enforce campus policies on plagiarism. The College defines plagiarism as a serious act of academic dishonesty which “includes but is not limited to, the use by paraphrase or direct quotations, of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgment. It also includes the unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency that may or may not be engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic materials” (MSCD Student Handbook, p. 81).
Assignments are due on the date indicated unless exceptional circumstances make this impossible. In some cases, partial credit may be possible for later work, but do not assume that late work will be accepted or that it will earn credit. Talk to me first. While I do not take attendance, you cannot expect to do well in this course without completing all readings and attending class regularly. 

Your comments or questions are always welcome. I prefer email (enarson@uswest.net) but you can also call me at home (9-5) at 303/670-1834. My office hours are immediately after class, Tuesday and Thursday, or by appointment, at the Institute for Women’s Studies and Services (1033 Ninth Street Park). 

Evaluation and grading
Your final grade will be determined on the basis of class participation, examination, a major research paper, and a final presentation. Extra credit is also possible. For example, you might want to keep a media file of print or internet articles on hazards, disasters, and social vulnerabilities in a particular region in the world, US, or Colorado. You might consider taping short interviews with local women on course topics and sharing them with the class. Field visits to community action agencies and/or government offices, and photo essays or videos of hazards faced by local women are among many other possibilities. Talk with me first before submitting extra work for extra credit.
Class participation:    10 %

Class discussion of assigned readings is an important part of this class, as are the occasional short in-class writing assignments you will be doing. To receive full marks, you must consistently contribute thoughtfully to class discussion, submit all required written work, and make all required class presentations.  

Three short exams:     40%

You will take three short take-home examinations combining short answer, identification and essay questions. The first exam accounts for 10% of the final grade; the second and third exams account for 15% each. 

Research paper:         40% 
The research paper (15-20 pp.) will involve independent research and writing on a topic of your choice, consulting a wide range of outside materials. We will work closely together as you define your topic, which must include either a cross-cultural or an historical perspective. Each paper will also include a section exploring the practical implications of your conclusions.

You will receive three separate grades on your research paper, beginning with selection of your topic and submission of a detailed outline and preliminary bibliography (5%). The second paper grade is the rough draft, including outline changes and final bibliography (15%). The third paper grade is the completed research paper submitted during exam week (20%). This will help you structure your work over the term and provide ample opportunity for changes. Detailed paper guidelines will be made available in class.
Final presentation:    10 % 

We will collectively develop a research and action agenda to conclude the course. Working individually or in groups, and with either conventional academic tools or alternative media ( e.g., drama, video, cyberspace, photography, poetry or literature), you will identify change strategies designed to reduce gendered vulnerability and the risk of future disasters.

The final presentation should not duplicate the “Implications” section of your research paper but can certainly relate to it. A short outline is due in class one week before your scheduled presentation, with a clear statement of your key issues, the rationale for selecting them, proposed change(s), and a plan for presenting your ideas to the class. On the day of the presentation, a short (1-2 pp.) summary of these issues and strategies is due. These will then be added to the student-generated research agenda and duplicated as a final class handout for all students. 

To receive full marks, your presentation will meet these requirements and demonstrate an understanding of key class concepts. 

Texts 

In addition to required reserve readings, there are four assigned texts. The first three are available for purchase at the Auraria Bookstore. The Wiest report will be sold at cost for $4.50 on the first day of class.

The Gendered Terrain of Disaster: Through Women's Eyes. Elaine Enarson and Betty Morrow, eds. 1998. Greenwood/Praeger. Published in paper by the International  Hurricane Center, Florida International University, 2000.

Women and the Environment. Annabel Rodda. 1994. Zed Books. 

The World's Women 2000: Trends and Statistics. 2000.  United Nation's Development 

 Program. United Nations Publications. 

The Needs of Women in Disasters and Emergencies. Wiest, Raymond et al. 1994. Technical  report for the UN Disaster Management Training Programme.

TOPICAL READING ASSIGNMENTS

Note: Most reserve readings are required. However, on occasion we will divide the case studies and work in small groups with selected articles. 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Course overview

August 21


· Why disaster? Why women?

B. Photo essay on women in disasters

August 23

· E&M: Elaine Enarson and Betty Hearn Morrow, Why gender, why women? An introduction to women and disaster, pp. 1-9.

· Wiest: Executive summary and Introduction and Project objectives, pp. ix—9.

· Handout: Fact Sheet on Gender and Natural Disaster, Pan-American Health Organization.  
THE SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION OF DISASTERS

A. Constructing knowledge about disasters

August 28

· Reserve: Kenneth Hewitt, Excluded perspectives in the social construction of disaster. Pp. 75-91 in E. L. Quarentelli (ed.) What Is a Disaster.
· Reserve: Anthony Oliver-Smith, Global changes and the definition of disaster. Pp. 177-194 in E. L. Quarentelli (ed.), What Is a Disaster.

· E&M: Joseph Scanlon, The perspective of gender: a missing element, pp. 45-53.

B. Constructing disasters: introduction to vulnerability analysis

August 30

· Reserve: Janet Abramovitz, Averting unnatural disasters. Pp. 121-142 in State of the World 2001. 

· Reserve: Piers Blaikie et al., Disaster pressure and release model. Pp. 21-45 in At Risk: Natural Hazards, People’s Vulnerability, and Disasters.

· Reserve: Kenneth Hewitt, The ‘geographicalness’ of disaster.  Pp. 40-54 in Regions of Risk: A Geographical Introduction to Disasters.

Video: Living with Disaster (first half) 

September 4

· Rodda: Introduction and Looking at the environment, pp. 1-46.

· Handout: Disasters and development, Intermediate Technology

Video: Living with Disaster (second half)  

September 6

· Reserve: Bob Bolin with Lois Stanford. Perspectives on Disasters, pp. 27-63 in The Northridge Earthquake: Vulnerability and Disaster.

· Reserve:  Betty Morrow, Identifying and mapping community vulnerability. Disasters 23 (1):  1-18.

· E&M: Alice Fothergill, The neglect of gender in disaster work: an overview of the literature, pp. 11-25.

THE ROOT CAUSES OF GENDERED VULNERABILITY

A. Women in culture and society

September 11

· Wiest: Women in society, and Psychosocial considerations, pp. 5-28. 

· E&M:  Jennifer Wilson et al., Domestic violence after disaster, pp. 115-123.

· Reserve:  Cheryl Childers, Elderly female-headed households in the disaster loan process. International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters 17 (1):  65-78.

September 13 

· Reserve:  Brigitte Toure, Gender and disasters in Africa. Pan African Emergency Training Centre Bulletin 6 (4): 7-l0. 

· Reserve: Ela Bhatt, Women victims’ view of urban and rural vulnerability. Pp. 12-26 in John Twigg and Mihir Bhatt (eds.) Understanding Vulnerability in South Asia. 

· Reserve: Keiko Ikeda, Gender differences in human loss and vulnerability in natural disasters: a case study from Bangladesh. Indian Journal of Gender Studies 2 (2): 171-193.

B. Women, development, and the environment 

September 18

· Rodda: The role of women; and, Effects of the environment and its degradation, pp. 47-98.

· Reserve: Mary Anderson, Understanding the disaster-development continuum. 

in Focus on Gender 2 (1): 7-10.

September 20

Video: South Asian Women in Disasters

· E&M: Zenaida Delica, Balancing vulnerability and capacity: women and children in the Philippines, pp. 109-114.

September 25

· E&M: Robert Bolin et al., Gender inequality, vulnerability and disaster: issues in theory and research, pp. 27-44.

· Reserve: Etalem Mengestu, Discussion paper on gender and vulnerability. Prepared for the Ethiopian Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Commission, Workshop on Vulnerability in Ethiopia: From Disaster to Development. June 1997.

September 27

In-class work: defining a research topic and identifying sources
· Reserve: Elaine Enarson, Through women’s eyes: a gendered research agenda disaster social science. Disasters 22 (2): 157-173.

First take-home exam due in class Thursday, September 27

C. Women and disaster practice

October 2

· Wiest: The crisis phase response to emergency and The relief phase response to emergency and/or disaster, pp. 29-48.

· E&M: Doone Robertson, Women in emergency management: an Australian perspective, pp. 201-206

· Reserve: R: Rashseda Begum, Women in environmental disasters: the 1991 cyclone in Bangladesh. in Focus on Gender 1 (1): 34-39.

· Reserve: Carolyn Oxlee, Beyond the veil: women in Islamic National Societies. IFRC magazine.
October 4

· E&M: Carrie Barnecut, Disaster prone: reflections of a female permanent disaster volunteer, pp. 51-159.

· E&M: Paul O’Brien and Patricia Atchison, Gender differentiation and aftershock warning response, pp. 161-172.

· Reserve:  Women: Key to Prevention, Stop Disasters 24.

· Handout: Prevention Pays, IDNDR

· Handout: Unsung Heroines, USAID

ASSESSING WOMEN’S DISASTER RESILIENCE: Student Practicum 

October 9

· World’s Women 2000: Trends and Statistics (selected readings, tba)

October 11 

· World’s Women 2000: Trends and Statistics (selected readings, tba)

October 16

Guest speaker/panel
Research paper: topical outline and bibliography due in class Tuesday, October 16

CASE STUDIES: SELECTED ISSUES

A. In Africa 

October 18

· Reserve: ILO, Employing gender perspectives in emergency and reconstruction practice and processes in Mozambique. Internal report for ILO InFocus Programme on Crisis Response and Reconstruction.

· Reserve: Wilfred Tichagwa, The effects of drought on the condition of women. Pp. in Focus on Gender 2 (1): 20-25.

· Handout: Women and drought. Intermediate Technology Group

B. In Latin America and the Caribbean

October 23

· E&M: Carolina Serrat Viñas, Women’s disaster vulnerability and response to the Colima earthquake, pp. 161-172.

· Reserve: Judith Soares Audrey Mullings, ‘A we run tings: women rebuilding Montserrat, forthcoming in G D. Howe and Howard Fergus (eds.), A Will to Survive: Volcanic Impact and Crisis Mitigation in Montserrat.   

· Reserve: Women in Hurricane Mitch, InterAmerican Development Bank report. 

C. In Asia

October 25 

· E&M: Farzana Bari, Gender, disaster and empowerment: a case study from Pakistan, pp. 125-132.

· E&M: Ray Wiest, A comparative perspective on household, gender, and kinship in relation to disaster, pp. 63-80.

· Reserve: Chapter 3, How Women Cope. Pp. 55-80 in Hameeda Hossain et al (eds.), Coping with Disasters in Bangladesh. 

October 30 


Photo essay on the 2001 Gujarat, India earthquake
Second take-home examination due in class Tuesday, October 30.

C.  In the US, Canada, Europe, and Australia
November 1

· E&M: Jane Ollenburger and Graham Tobin, Women and postdisaster stress, pp. 95-108.

· Reserve: Elaine Enarson, What women do: gendered disaster work in the Red River Valley Flood. Forthcoming in Environmental Hazards 3 (1),  2001. 

· Reserve: Elaine Enarson and Joseph Scanlon, Gender patterns in flood evacuation: a case study in Canada’s Red River Valley. Applied Behavioral Science Review 7 (2): 1103-124.

November 6 

Open/library research

November 8 

· Reserve:   Elaine Enarson and Betty Morrow, A gendered perspective: the voices of women. Pp. 116-140 in Walter Peacock et al. (eds.), Hurricane Andrew: Ethnicity, Gender, and the Sociology of Disasters.

Video: Women in the Eye of the Storm
November 13 

· Reserve: Betty Morrow and Elaine Enarson, Hurricane Andrew through women’s eyes: issues and recommendations. International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters 14 (1): 5-22.
· E&M: Diane Colina, Reflections from a teacher and survivor, pp. 181-184.

· E&M: Susanna Hoffman, Eve and Adam among the embers: gender patterns after the Oakland Berkeley firestorm, pp. 55-61.

November 15 

· E&M:  Maureen Fordham and Anne-Michelle Ketteridge, ‘Men must work and women must weep’: examining gender stereotypes in disasters, pp. 81-94.

· E&M:  Helen Cox, Women in bushfire territory, pp. 133-142. 

· E&M:  C. Christine Finlay, ‘Floods, they’re a damned nuisance: women’s flood experiences in rural Australia, pp. 143-150.

· Reserve: Elaine Enarson and Maureen Fordham, Lines that divide, ties that bind: women’s flood experiences in the US and UK. Australian Journal of Emergency Management (summer, 2001): 43-52.

Research paper: first draft due in class Thursday, November 15
November 20

Assessment and discussion of papers 

Short presentations on the first draft 

November 22

Have a terrific holiday! 

 

WOMEN AS CHANGE AGENTS: FACING DISASTER, SECURING LIFE 

A. Women organizing to reduce risk 

November 27

· Rodda: Women as agents of change; and, Case studies and project implementation. Pp. 99-124.

· Wiest: Reconstruction and development phase following an emergency and/or disaster; and, Recommended research and action. Pp. 49-59.

· E&M: Elaine Enarson and Betty Hearn. Morrow, Women will rebuild Miami: a case study of feminist response to disaster, pp.185-201.

· Reserve: Celene Krauss, Women and toxic waste protests: race, class and gender as sources of resistance. Qualitative Sociology 16 (3): 247-262.

B. Transforming disaster work

November 29

· E & M: Elaine Enarson and Betty Hearn Morrow, Conclusion: toward gendered disaster policy, practice and research, pp. 225-232.

· E&M: Gloria Noel, The role of women in health-related aspects of emergency management: a Caribbean perspective, pp.  213-224.

· E&M: Letizia Toscani, Women’s roles in natural disaster preparation and aid: a Central American view, pp. 207-212.

· Reserve:  Richard Krajeski and Kristina Peterson, But she is a woman and this is a man’s job: lessons for participatory research and participatory recovery. International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters 17 (1): 123-130.

C.  Student action agenda: strategies for change  

December 4

Student presentations 
Third take-home exam due in class Tuesday, December 4
OVERVIEW

December 6


Student presentations

December 13/exam week

Research paper: final draft due Thursday, December 13

Turn in papers by 5 p.m. to the Institute of Women’s Studies and Services. No mailed papers will be accepted.

Important dates:


September 27:  In-class session to define research topics


September 27:  First exam due


October 16:      Research paper: outline and bibliography due


October 39:      Second exam due


November 15:  Research paper: first draft due


November 20:  Short class presentations on research papers


December 4:    Third exam due


December 4/6   Change strategy presentations 


December 13:   Research paper: final draft due, 5 p.m.

Important academic resources (and don’t forget all the terrific support services Auraria offers)

Institute for Women’s Studies & Services. Yellow house on Ninth St. Park, with a wide range of resources including a lending library and scholarship information. Drop by and check it out or give them a call at 303/556-8441.

Computer Labs: Check these out early in the term to use their computers and printers or prevent last-minute panic if your own systems fail. Drop by the Center for Academic Technology in CN 220 or call them at 303/556-3600. For locations and hours of computer labs, see the student handbook (p. 41) or go on-line http://clem.mscd.edu/~complabs/laba/labmap.html. 

Writing Center: I am always happy to help you strengthen your writing but you should also take advantage of the terrific services available here. Trained writing tutors can work one-on-one with you as your paper takes shape. Their office is CN 101 and their phone is 303/556-6070.

SELECTED READINGS ON WOMEN AND DISASTER

Women and Disasters

Metropolitan State College of Denver

E. Enarson

August 2001

 NOTE: 

· This is a selective bibliography. See me for help locating additional sources on your paper topic.

· This does not repeat assigned readings and sources cited in your syllabus, but many of these will prove useful.

· This does not include the many Spanish publications now available on the topic. If you are bilingual, see me to arrange to borrow these.

· Also do a thorough computer search of as many different data bases as possible, searching women’s studies, development, and environmental journals as well as those focusing directly on emergencies and disasters.

Articles and books:

Agarwal, Bina. 1992. Environmental action, gender equity and women’s participation. Feminist Studies 18 (1): 1-43.

Alway, Joan et al., Back to normal: gender and disaster. Symbolic Interaction 21(2): 175-195.

Anderson, William. 2000. Women and children in disasters. Pp. 85-90 in Alcira Kreimer and Margaret Arnold (eds.), Managing Disaster Risk in Emerging Economies. Washington, D.C.: World Bank.

Anderson, Karen and Gerdenio Manuel. 1994. Gender differences in reported stress response to the Loma Prieta earthquake. Sex Roles 30: 9-10.

Ariyabandu, Madhavi. 2000. Impact of hazards on women and children: situation in South Asia. Paper presented at the Miami conference on Reaching Women and Children in Disaster, June 2000.

Campbell, Connie with the Women’s Group of Xapuri. 1996. Out on the front lines but still struggling for voice. Pp. 27-61 in Dianne Rocheleau et al. (eds.), Feminist Political Ecology: Global Issues and Local Experiences.

Cutter, Susan. 1992. Engendered fears: femininity and technological risk perception. Industrial Crisis Quarterly 6: 5-22.
Cutter, Susan. 1995. The forgotten casualties: women, children, and environmental chanage. Global Environmental Change 5 (3): 181-194.  

Delaney, Patricia and Elizabeth Shrader. 2000. Gender and post-disaster reconstruction: the case of hurricane Mitch in Honduras and Nicaragua. Preliminary report commissioned by the World Bank. Available on-line: www. anglia.ac.uk/geography/gdn.

Domeisen, Natalie. 1997. The role of women in protecting communities from disasters. Natural Hazards Observer 21 (5): 5-6.

Erikson, Kai. 1976. Everything In Its Path: Destruction of Community in the Buffalo Creek Flood. New York: Simon & Schuster.

Enarson, Elaine. 2001. ‘We want work’: “We Want Work”: Rural Women in the 

Gujarat Drought and Earthquake. Quick Response Report #135, Natural Hazards Center, University of Colorado. Available on-line: www.colorado.edu/hazards/qr/qr135/qr135.html.

Enarson, Elaine. 2000. A Gender Analysis of Work and Employment Issues in Natural Disasters. Final report prepared for the InFocus Programme on Crisis and Reconstruction, the International Labour Organization. Available on-line through RADIX (see below) and on the ILO website.

Elaine Enarson, Gender issues for emergency medical planners.  British Columbia Medical Journal 39 (11): 586-588.

Elaine Enarson. Talking points on gender and disaster. Prepared for research workshop of the InFocus Programme on Crisis and Reconstruction, International Labour Organization. Fall, 2000. Available on-line: www.anglia.ac.uk/geography/gdn.

Elaine Enarson, Women and housing issues in two US disasters. International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters 17 (1): 39-63.

Elaine Enarson, ‘We will make meaning out of this’: women’s cultural responses to the Red River Valley flood. International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters 18 (1): 39-62

Elaine Enarson, Violence against women in disasters: a study of domestic violence programs in the US and Canada. Violence Against Women 5 (7): 742-768.

Enarson, Elaine and Maureen Fordham. 2001. From women’s needs to women’s rights in disasters. Forthcoming in Environmental Hazards.

Enarson, Elaine and Brenda Phillips. 2000. Invitation to a new feminist disaster sociology: integrating feminist theory and methods. Paper presented at the International Sociological Association Research Committee on Disasters, American Sociological Association meeting, Washington, D.C., August.

Fernando, Priyanty and Vijitha Fernando. 1997. South Asian Women Facing Disasters, Securing Life. Colombo: Intermediate Technology Publications for Duryog Nivaran.

Fordham, Maureen. 1998. Making women visible in disasters: problematising the private domain. Disasters 22 (2): 126-143.

Fordham, Maureen. 1999. The intersection of gender and social class in disaster: balancing resilience and vulnerability.  International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters 17 (1): 15-36.

Fordham, Maureen. 2000. The place of gender in earthquake vulnerability and mitigation. Paper presented at the Second Euro Conference on Global Change and Catastrophic Risk Management—Earthquake Risks in Europe, International Institute of Advanced Systems Analysis. Laxenburg, Austria. July, 2000.

Fordham, Maureen. 2001. Gendering vulnerability analysis: towards a more nuanced approach (draft). Paper prepared for an International Work Conference on Vulnerability in Disaster Theory and Practice. Disaster Studies of Wageningen University and Research Centre. June 2001.

Fothergill, Alice. 1999. Women’s roles in a disaster. Applied Behavioral Science Review 7 (2): 125-143.

Fothergill, Alice. 1999. An exploratory study of woman battering in the Grand Forks flood disaster: implications for community responses and policies. International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters 17 (1): 79-98.

Gell, Fiona. 1999. Gender concerns in emergencies. Pp. 37-46 in Fenella Porter et al. (eds.), Gender Works.
Gibbs, Susan. 1990. Women’s Role in the Red Cross/Red Crescent. Geneva: Henry Dunant Institute.

Holloway, Ailsa (ed). 1999.  Risk, Sustainable Development and Disasters.

Kafi, Sharif. 1992. Disaster and destitute women: twelve case studies. Dhaka: Bangladesh Development Partnership Center, Disaster Resource Unit.  

Kelleher, Margaret. 1997. The Femininization of Famine: Expressions of the Inexpressible? Durham: Duke University Press.

Kerner, D.O. and K. Cook. 1991. Gender, hunger and crisis in Tanzania. In R. Downs, D. Kerner and S. Reyna (eds), The Political Economy of African Famine. Philadelphia: Gordon and Breach. 

Khondker, Habibul Haque. Women and floods in Bangladesh. International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters 14 (3): 281-292.

Krishnaraj, Maithreyi. 1997. Gender issues in disaster management: the Latur earthquake. Pp. 395-411 in Gender, Technology and Development 1 (3), 1997.

Larabee, Ann. 2000. Oil and water (Chapter 4) in Decade of Disaster. Chicago: University of Illinois Press.

League of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies. 1991. Working with women in emergency relief and rehabilitation programmes. Field studies paper No. 2. Geneva.

Lentin, Ronit (ed.). 1997. Gender and Catastrophe. London: Zed.

Major, Ann Marie. 1999. Gender differences in risk and communication behavior: responses to the New Madrid earthquake prediction. International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters 17 (3): 313-338.

Moser, Caroline. 1996. Confronting crisis: a comparative study of household responses to poverty and vulnerability in four poor urban communities. Environmentally Sustainable Development Studies and Monographs Series, No. 8. Washington, D.C.: World Bank.

Myers, Mary. 1994. Women and children first: introducing a gender strategy into disaster preparedness. Focus on Gender 2(1): 14-16.

Neal, David and Brenda Phillips. 1990. Female-dominated local social movement organizations in disaster-threat situations. Pp. 243-255 in G. West and R. Blumberg (eds.), Women and Social Protest. New York: Oxford.

Peterson, Kristina. 1997. From the field: gender issues in disaster response and recovery. Natural Hazards Observer 21 (5): 3-4.

Phillips, Brenda. 1993. Gender as a variable in emergency response. Pp. 83-90 in R. Bolin (ed.), The Loma Prieta Earthquake. Boulder: University of Colorado, Institute for Behavioural Science.

Rashid, Sabina and Stephanie Michaud. 2000. Female adolescents and their sexuality: notions of honour, shame, purity and pollution during the floods. Pp. 54-70 in Disasters 24 (1). 

Rivers, J.P.W. 1982. Women and children last: an essay on sex discrimination in disasters. Disasters 6 (4): 256-267.

Rozario, Santi. 1997. ‘Disasters’ and Bangladeshi women. Pp. 255-268 in  Ronit Lentin (ed.), Gender & Catastrophe.
Sapir-Guha, Debarati. 1997. Women in the front line. UNESCO  Courier (October): 27-130.

Sapir-Guha, Debarati. 1993. Natural and man-made disasters: the vulnerability of women-headed households and children without families. World Health Statistics Quarterly 46: 227-233.

Scanlon, Joseph. 1999. Myths of male and military superiority: fictional accounts 

of the 1917 Halifax explosion. English Studies in Canada 24: 1001-1025.

Seager, Joni. 1996. “Hysterical housewives’ and other mad women. Pp. 271-286 in Dianne Rocheleau et al. (eds.), Feminist Political Ecology: Global Issues and Local Experiences.

Shaw, Rosalind. 1992.  ‘Nature’, ‘culture’ and disasters: floods and gender in Bangladesh. Pp. 201-217 in Elisabeth Croll and David Parkin (eds.), Bush Base: Forest Farm, Culture, Environment and Development. 

Shroeder, Richard. Gender vulnerability to drought: a case study of the Hausa social environment. Working Paper #58 of the Natural Hazards Center, University of Colorado. Available on-line: www.colorado.edu/hazards/publist.html#1.

Steady, Filomina Chioma (ed.). 1993. Women and Children First: Environment, Poverty, and Sustainable Development. Rochester: Schenkman Books.

Stehlik, Daniela and Geoffrey Lawrence. 2000. Gender and drought: experiences of Australian women in the drought of the 1990s. Pp. 38-53 in Disasters 24 (1).

Turner, Elizabeth Hayes. 1997. After the storm: women, public policy, and power (Chapter 7) in Women, Culture, and Community: Religion and Reform in Galveston, 1880-1920. New York: Oxford University Press.

Twigg, John and Mihir Bharr (eds). 1998. Understanding Vulnerability: South Asian Perspectives. Colombo: Intermediate Technology Publications for Duryog Nivaran.

Varley, Anne (ed.). 1994. Disasters, Development and Environment. New York: Wiley. 

Vaughan, Megan. 1987. Gender and famine (Chapter 5) in Gender and Famine in Twentieth-Century Malawi. Cambridge: University Press.

Von Kotze, Astrid and Ailsa Holloway. 1996. Reducing Risk: Participatory Learning Activities for Disaster Mitigation in Southern Africa. Natal: IFRCRS.

Willigen, Maria Van. 2000. Do disasters affect individuals’ psychological well-being? An over-time analysis of the effect of hurricane Floyd on men and women in Eastern North Carolina.  International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters 19 1): 59-83.

Wilson, Jennifer. 1999. Professionalization and gender in local emergency management. International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters 17 (1): 111-122.

Wraith, Ruth. 1997.  Women in disaster management: where are they? Australian Journal of Emergency Management, January: 9-11.

Special Journal Issues: 

Bullard, Robert et al. (eds.). Environmentalism and Race, Gender, Class Issues. Two-part special issue of Race, Gender & Class 5 (1), 1997 and 6 (1), 1998.

Morrow, Betty and Brenda Phillips (eds). Women and Disasters. Special Issue. International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters 17 (1), 1999.

Walker, Bridget (ed.). Women and Emergencies. Special Issue. Focus on Gender (Oxfam), 1994.

Special issue on Women and Emergencies, The Macedon Digest/Australian Journal of Emergency Management  8 (4), 1993/94. See articles by Dobson, Fuller, Honeycombe, and Williams.

Special issue on Women and Emergencies, Department of Humanitarian News. 1997 (November) 

Special issue of IDNDR publication Stop Disasters (Women and Children: Keys to Prevention), Vol. 24, 1995. 

There are many journals of interest which may occasionally include literature on gender and disaster, including development, environment, geography and women’s studies  journals. 

Among disaster journals, see: Mass Emergencies and Disasters; Disasters; Natural Hazards Review; Environmental Policy; and Australian Journal of Emergency Management. 

Visit government publications and search material on your topic in UN system agency publications and reports, eg. UNDP, UNIFEM, UNESCO, OAS, etc.

Related literature: 

You will want to consult the extensive literatures on gender and development and women and the environment, following references in assigned readings and your own computer search. You may also find useful the large literatures on refugees and internally displaced people. Reading about particular disasters (e g. African famine, toxic disasters in Bhopal, India and Chernobyl, Ukraine, the l985 Mexico City earthquake) may help you identify and address gender issues but you will need to read selectively.

Cross-cultural area studies, and feminist scholarship on housing, work, and violence are also good connections to make in your work on women in disasters. 

There is a growing literature on geography and gender. Among many others, see: 

McDowell, Linda. Gender, Identity and Place: Understanding Feminist Geographies. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press. 1999.

Rose, Gillian. Feminism and Geography: The Limits of Geographical Knowledge. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press. 1993.

Disaster sociology theory and research is also extensive. A good place to begin is the recent national assessment:

Mileti, Dennis. 1999. Disasters by Design: A Reassessment of Natural Hazards in the United States. Washington, D.C.: John Henry Press.

Humanitarian relief agencies also offer practical and theoretical insights into gender relations. Start with: 

Byrne, Bridget with Sally Baden. 1995. Gender, Emergencies and Humanitarian Assistance. Report for the European Commission, Directorate General for Development.

Eade, Dianne and Suzanne Williams (eds.). 1995. The Oxfam Handbook of Development and Relief, Vol 1-3. Oxford: Oxfam. 

Morris, Pat. 1998. Weaving Gender in Disaster and Refugee Assistance. Report prepared by Interaction: American Council for Voluntary International Action. Washington, D. C. 

See the Gender and Disaster website for a comprehensive bibliography with many additonal citations from this literature. 

On-line resources:

The Gender and Disaster network (www.anglia.ac.uk/geography/gdn) includes a number of relevant papers and other resources. Among others, see:

Conference proceedings, Women and Disaster: Exploring the Issues. Vancouver, BC, spring 1999.

Conference proceedings, Reaching Women and Children in Disasters. Miami, FL, summer 2000.

Wiest, Ray et al., 1994. The needs of women in disasters and emergencies 

Also consult the new Radical Interpretations of Disaster (Radix) website at:  (www.anglia.ac.uk/geography/gdn).

Field reports from humanitarian relief agencies responding to current events are posted on the ReliefWeb (www. reliefweb.int/w/rwb.nsf). Often, these contain information on gender issues. Visit the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies  (www.ifrc.org) and other relief and response agencies you learn of in your research.

Emergency management organizations occasionally upload excellent materials. For example, on the topic of violence in disasters, see "Tools for Change: Emergency Management for Women's Services" produced by the British Columbia Association of Specialized Victim Assistance and Counselling Programs. The British Columbia Provincial Emergency Program uploaded to their website (www.pep.bc.ca).  

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) maintains a very large website with many resources on US hazards and disasters. Check it out on-line: www.fema.gov 

Visit the Natural Hazards Center website at the University of Colorado for on-line contact information, for example with governmental and international disaster management agencies, and NGOs around the world working on disaster mitigation and response.

To visit the Center and their excellent library, located on the CU campus in Boulder, call ahead for hours and directions. It is possible to photocopy material at the Center offices across the street from the Natural Hazards Center Library (.07/page) but material cannot be borrowed or copied on site. Search the Natural Hazards Observer (http://www.colorado.edu/hazards/o/oquery.html.), the major publication of the Natural Hazards Research and Applications Center, at the University of Colorado, and their many other resources, including working papers, monographs, quick response reports, conference session summaries, books, journals and articles. 

Also search the website of the Natural Hazards Center at the University of Colorado for information about academic programs, national and international governmental agencies, and the wide variety of nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) active in this area. In particular, see their list of contact information for periodicals (www.colorado.edu/hazards/infosource2.html ) and for international agencies:www.colorado.edu/hazards/infosource1/international.html, which may have on-line documents and resources useful to you.

TO LOCATE MATERIALS:
Much of the literature you will want to consult may prove difficult to locate so PLAN AHEAD. You have three excellent resources in the US:

1. The Auraria Library Inter-Library Loan department, which you can access on campus or on-line. Search for material you want in our library first and then request to borrow it from nearby libraries (or institutions around the US), all on-line:http://carbon.cudenver.edu/public/library//access/zap.html.

2. FEMA’s Learning Resource Center in Emmitsburg, MD. Call them toll-free at 800-638-1821 or email them (netclrc@fema.gov) to request copies of specific articles you cannot locate locally. 

3. HazLit is the on-line library database of the Natural Hazards Research and Applications Information Center at the University of Colorado at Boulder. The library of the Natural Hazards Center houses an extensive collection of social science literature focusing on how society prepares for, responds to, recovers from, and mitigates natural disasters. This nonlending library is an important resource for all persons involved in disaster management. The collection includes approximately 22,000 items. The HazLit Database is an on-line index that provides bibliographic access only to that collection. Contact them before driving to Boulder as hours sometimes vary: 

Library, Natural Hazards Center

University of Colorado, 482 UCB

Boulder, CO 80309-0482

Phone: (303) 492-5787

Fax: (303) 492-2151.

E-mail: hazctr@colorado.edu

