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For many of us, the images of people dying in the Indian Ocean tsunami or of those awaiting rescue on the rooftops along the Gulf Coast after Hurricane Katrina (2005) mark a point in time when we understood the extent of human vulnerability in disaster situations.  The stark images also raised deeper questions. Why were people in harm’s way?  What could have been done to prevent such loss of life?  How could we have prevented the tragedies from happening? What became of those affected?  Were they able to return to their homes; recover psychologically; find another source of employment; reunite their families?  

The study of social vulnerability to disasters is compelling.  For anyone who wondered why so many people were on the rooftops in Louisiana and Mississippi and why so many died, the answers are in this volume; for those who practice professions designed to reduce that same vulnerability, current practices are critically reviewed.  This book is designed to make a difference in our understanding of, and efforts to reduce conditions that threaten life safety and personal property, as well as our neighborhoods and communities. 

This text, based on the popular FEMA Higher Education Social Vulnerability Course materials, adopts a social vulnerability approach that recognizes differential impacts as well as the potential to tap into the capacities of those at risk.  Throughout this text, readers will find realistic, empirical assessments of socially vulnerable populations.   You will also find practical solutions to the raw circumstances in which too many people find themselves before, during and after disaster.  This text thus aims to provide both insight and solutions.  You are invited to be a part of the transformative vision these authors promote and to join us in building a safer, more equitable society for all.

All royalties from this book are being donated to the Mary Fran Myers Scholarship Fund at the University of Colorado-Boulder, Natural Hazards Applications and Information Center.

Available for adoption for Fall Semester 2009, Social Vulnerability to Disasters (ISBN 10 digit:1-4200-7856-9  13 digit: 978-1-4200-7856-5)  contains the following chapters:

Ch 1 Understanding Social Vulnerability,  Brenda Phillips and Maureen Fordham
Ch 2 Theoretical Framing of World Views, Values, and Structural Dimensions of Disasters, Jean Scandlyn, Carrie Simon, Deborah S.K. Thomas, and John Brett
Ch 3 The Intrinsic Link of Vulnerability to Sustainable Development, Kate Oviatt and John Brett
Ch 4 Class, Nicole Dash, Brenda McCoy and Alison Herring
Ch 5  Race and Ethnicity, Nicole Dash
Ch 6 Gender, Elaine Enarson
Ch 7 Age, Lori Peek
Ch 8 Disability, Alan Clive, Elizabeth Davis, Rebecca Hansen, Jennifer Mincin

Ch 9 Health, Deborah S.K. Thomas, Elizabeth Davis, Alan Clive

Ch  10   Language and Literacy, Betty Hearn Morrow

Ch 11 Households and Families, Lynn Blinn-Pike
Ch 12 Violence and Disaster Vulnerability, Brenda Phillips, Pam Jenkins, Elaine Enarson

Ch 13  The Nature of Human Communities, Eve Passerini
