Kabupaten Kepulauan Mentawai
I. Administration
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Kabupaten Kepulauan Mentawai is the official name of Mentawau Islands  that is administered within West Sumatra (Sumatra Barat) Province, and located ±100 sea miles from Padang, the capital of West Sumatra.  It has four main islands, i.e. Siberut, Sipora, North Pagai (Pagai Utara) and Pagai Selatan (South Pagai), and about other seventy islands and islets.  The capital of Mentawai is Tua Pejat, located in Sipora Island.
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This regency is divided into ten sub districts (kecamatan), i.e. 1) South Pagai (Pagai Selatan), 2) Sikakap, 3) North Pagai (Pagai Utara), 4) South Sipora (Sipora Selatan), 5) North Sipora (Sipora Utara), 6) South Siberut (Siberut Selatan), 7) Southwest Siberut (Siberut Barat Daya), 8) Central Siberut (Siberut Tengah), 9) North Siberut (Siberut Utara), 10) Siberut Barat (West Siberut)
II. Demography
Below is the population of Mentawai Islands:
	 
	Sub Districts
	Male
	Female
	Total
	Sex Ratio

	1.
	South Pagai
	4593
	4188
	8781
	110

	2.
	Sikakap
	4965
	4585
	9550
	108

	3.
	North Pagai
	2655
	2477
	5132
	107

	4.
	South Sipora
	4431
	4118
	8549
	108

	5.
	North Sipora
	4809
	4429
	9238
	109

	6.
	South Siberut
	4370
	4105
	8475
	106

	7.
	Southwest Siberut
	3156
	2924
	6080
	108

	8.
	Central Siberut
	3135
	2936
	6071
	107

	9.
	North Siberut
	4010
	3784
	7794
	106

	10.
	West Siberut
	3505
	3246
	6751
	108



III. Ethnography of Mentawai People
The indigenous people of the islands are known as Mentawai people. They are divided into three groups, i.e. 1) Sakalagan, the people lived in Pagai Islands; 2) Sakalelegan or Sakobau, the people lived in  Sipora Island; 3) the people lived in Siberut Island. The people of Sipora Island and Pagai Islands are characterized as more Mongoloid, while the people of Siberut Island are characterized as more Protomalayid. 

1) Uma:  A House of Mentawai People
Every village (previously called langgai –a local language, but now known as kampung) has one or more long communal house called Uma. It is the center of social life of Mentawai people. The size of uma is 20-25 m in length, and about 10 m in width, and stands on 1,5-2 m pole above the land. Uma is inhabited by several families according to patrilineal system; moreover, to build relationship between uma, a matrimony is established. A man will take a wife from his neighbor uma, and brings his wife to his uma. When he dies, his wife will return to her uma.
In the past, Mentawai people has an important person who is responsible for the social life in uma called rimata, but in 1950s, as the decrease of several rituals in uma, the function of rimata has become less. Even, today, there is no more rimata in Sipora and Pagai Islands. Also, nowadays, less uma is built. It’s rarely found. 
2) Muntogat:  The Kinship of Mentawai People
Muntogat is an exogamy clan and usually has one uma, and it is from one lineal (patrilineal). Several clans who live in one village is categorized into two groups, i.e. si bakkat laggai (the descent of the one who first built the village), and si toi (the descent of those who migrated to the village). If there is any si toi want to build a house or open a field, the person has to get permit from the most important person of si bakkat laggai. 
3) Tattoo

In Mentawai, tattoo is known as titti, and it has three function, i.e.: a) as an identity, which describe a kinship; b) to describe social status and profession; c) as body decoration. Tattoo can be found on male and female’s body, but nowadays less Mentawai people want to be tattooed, as it’s considered to be primitive practice.
4) Health & Livelihood
a) Pattern of Diet & livelihood
The staple food of Mentawai people is sagu (metroxylon sagus), banana, ubi jalar (Ipomea batatas), and keladi (a plant from the Genus Caladium), but nowadays it is usual for Mentawai people to eat rice, as there is interaction with the outsiders, who is usually from Padang. 
Ubi jalar and keladi are planted in a field (ladang), and females are the one who is responsible for this farming activity –from plant to harvesting. They use simple tools such as a stick to plant called tugal, and a cleaver called tegle to cut off a tree. As females play important role in farming, males play role in hunting (wild boar and deer), and become fisherman. 
b) Kerei
Kerei is a traditional healer and a shaman, and the practice of kerei is known as Sikerei. Sikerei can be performed both by male and female, who has passed several events such as trance, or get a vision through a dream. To Mentawai people, Kerei is an important person.
Though Sikerei has been officially banned by the Government of Indonesia  (GoI)
, but this indigenous practice is still performed secretly, particularly in the hinterland area of Siberut. Regarding the (official) religion, Protestant has the highest population in Mentawai, then followed by Islam and Catholic. 
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For any other information on Mentawai, please contact:

a) Yayasan Citra Mandiri Mentawai:  http://ycmmentawai.org/ 

b) Lumbung Derma via KPMM (a coalition of West Sumatra local NGOs) email:  secretariat@kpmm.or.id
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� Regarding local beliefs, local religion of Mentawai people is known as Arat Sabulungan, but this belief (along with any other local beliefs in Indonesia) has been officially banned in 1954, as it does not refer to any formal religions, which are formally regulated by GoI due to animism characteristic attached to it.  
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