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Presented by Rosa Sanchez del Valle on behalf of the Gender and Disaster Network, as agreed by women and men around the world.

Prior to this conference, the Gender and Disaster Network held a virtual dialogue to hear from Network members their thoughts and proposals regarding what they believe to be the most critical issues for this forum, the 3rd Global Platform. We heard the following:

1. We have not considered age factors sufficiently. Mortality rates of older men and women (above 60 years of age) can be higher and they can suffer more during and after disaster events. It is therefore necessary that they and their needs become more visible, particularly to government institutions and humanitarian agencies.

For this group as with other populations, we must apply a gender lens and approach, in order to better see and understand the impacts of disasters on various vulnerable populations of men and women alike. 

As this event has as its central focus the theme of investment for a secure future, we urge those institutions and others making such investments to incorporate a gender lens into their work that will allow them to understand the specific needs and vulnerabilities of women and men throughout the lifecourse. We also urge the international community to put into action the many existing analyses and “lessons learned” that have demonstrated quite clearly that no population is homogenous in its identities and needs.

2. We must recognize the critical role of women in the economic and financial life of every society, particularly at the local level. At the same time, any evaluation of the socio-economic impact of disasters must account specifically for their effects on women and gender roles.

It is key to invest in critical initiatives before disasters strike, focusing on prevention and mitigation so that gendered disaster impacts are lessened.

3. We also acknowledge that in the face of the effects of climate change and the increasing need for adaptation and coping strategies, we must recognize the value of traditional knowledge, and that such recognition can support initiatives toward mitigation, prevention and resilience. 

We therefore urge recognition that traditional knowledge and women’s knowledge in particular are key elements in the success of disaster risk reduction initiatives worldwide, despite the fact that it is often only men’s knowledge that is considered and regarded as universal. We must invest in and take into account women’s knowledge and perspectives, particularly at the local level.

4. In terms of attention and response to vulnerable and marginalized groups (women, the elderly, children, persons living with HIV/AIDS, those with different sexual orientations, and people with differing abilities), there are ever more programs and projects, yet little institutionalization of different needs and norms.

If the attention of state institutions is constantly directed elsewhere, and such projects and programs are executed solely by non-governmental organizations, these experiences remain extraneous, and the groups remain outsiders. We therefore urge States and their institutions to increase their focus on gender and on vulnerable and marginalized groups. At a minimum, information about these aspects must be taken into account in the context of planning for and responding to disasters.

5. As 80% of national governments that signed the Hyogo Framework for Action have thus far failed to integrate gender into their disaster risk reduction efforts, it remains an outstanding task.

As we know what are the inequities that define the position and conditions of women as they face disasters (poverty, unequal access to resources, to land, invisibility in the economic and political sphere, etc), it is urgently necessary to invest in women’s participation in decision-making processes around these issues, and to make them a priority.

	

Translated from Spanish to English by Rachel Gordon, GDN and Dave Zervaas, UN ISDR.
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