Gender and Famine: Resources for Researchers and Practitioners

Somalia - Country Information
http://www.fao.org/countryprofiles/index.asp?lang=en&iso3=som

http://reliefweb.int/taxonomy/term/216

Country Statistics 
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/somalia_statistics.html
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/somalia_31301.html

Background Information on the Emergency Situation in Somalia 
http://www.fao.org/emergencies/country_information/list/africa/somalia/en/

Eastern Africa Drought Humanitarian Report
http://reliefweb.int/node/426060

Horn of Africa Crisis
http://www.wfp.org/crisis/horn-of-africa

Funding Appeals and Humanitarian Action Updates
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/files/unicef_humanitarian_action_update_-_horn_of_africa_crisis_-_8_july_2011.pdf

Drought worsens crisis in Somalia
http://www.oxfam.org.uk/applications/blogs/pressoffice/2011/01/25/drought-worsens-crisis-in-somalia/

LINKS:
Food security and nutrition analysis unit
http://www.fsausomali.org/

Somalia water and land information management
http://www.faoswalim.org/

RELIEFWEB
http://reliefweb.int/
World Food Program
http://www.wfp.org

UNICEF
www.unicef.org

Save the Children
www.savethechildren.org

OXFAM
www.oxfam.org

Eldis
www.eldis.org

Siyanda
www.siyanda.org

ONLINE RESOURCES
Women, Men and Food: Putting Gender on The Table (Video)
Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study
Harvard University

Gender, nutrition and famine –Martha Nussbaum
An African famine –Meghan Vaughan
Gender, security and access to food -  Mayra Buvinic
Gender and hunger issues and misconceptions - Amartya Sen
Nutrition and famine – Audience question and answer
http://athome.harvard.edu/food/4.html
Gender And Humanitarian Assistance: A Select Annotated Bibliography
BRIDGE/Institute for Development Studies 1994
pp.27-33 Emergency (Drought and Famine Relief)
http://www.bridge.ids.ac.uk/Reports/bb3c.pdf

Gender, Emergencies and Humanitarian Assistance
BRIDGE
www.bridge.ids.ac.uk/reports/re33c.pdf
Gender in Emergency
http://www.fao.org/sd/WPdirect/gender/gender_annex.htm

Case of Famine Monitoring: A Gender Perspective
Teena Gill
Economic and Political Weekly
Vol. 24, No. 43 (Oct. 28, 1989), pp. WS91-WS95 
(article consists of 5 pages) 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/4395525

Public health in crisis affected populations: A practical guide for decision-makers
Commissioned and Published by the Humanitarian Practice Network at ODI
Political considerations often obstruct the delivery of appropriate relief. The premise of this paper, however, is that lack of knowledge is also an important limiting factor. This paper argues the need for advocacy for timely and appropriate relief, grounded in clearly outlined, scientifically sound reasoning, focusing discussion on substantive matters and reducing the scope for political manipulation. As such, the paper aims to enable readers to better face up to the political and bureaucratic aspects of the global relief system. http://www.odihpn.org/report.asp?id=2902
Gender Difference In The Long-Term Impact Of Famine 
Mu, Ren and Zhang, Xiaobo 
2008
International Food Policy Research Institute

An increasing literature examines the association between restricted fetal or early childhood growth and the incidence of diseases in adulthood. Little is known, however, about gender difference in this association. We assess the impact of nutritional deficiency in the early lives of survivors of the Chinese Great Famine in terms of health and economic welfare, paying special attention to gender differences. We found evidence of several significant negative impacts for female ¾ but not male ¾survivors, and the gender differences are statistically significant. Furthermore, we show that the selection bias caused by differences in mortality plausibly explains more than two-thirds of the documented gender difference in the long-term health of famine survivors.
http://www.ifpri.org/sites/default/files/publications/ifpridp00760.pdf


The meaning and measurement of acute malnutrition in emergencies: a primer for decision-makers
Helen Young and Susanne Jaspars
Humanitarian Practice Network
International agencies have been using malnutrition prevalences to confirm humanitarian emergencies for more than four decades, with many early examples from the international response to the Nigerian civil war in Biafra in the 1960s to the famine across the Sahel in the 1970s. These early surveys were powerful tools for some of the first major media campaigns in the West publicising the severity and scale of a nutritional crisis, and were used to reinforce shocking images of hunger, starvation and death. The prevalence of acute malnutrition is now one of the most widely used indicators of the severity of humanitarian crises throughout the world, and is endorsed by a wide array of UN organisations, donors, national governments and international agencies.
http://www.odihpn.org/report.asp?id=2849
Six principles for engendered relief and reconstruction
Gender and Disaster Network
http://www.gdnonline.org/resources/gdn_gender_equality_in_disasters.pdf

PRINTED RESOURCES FROM THE GENDER AND DISASTER SOURCEBOOK

The Political Economy of African Famine
R. Downs, D. Kerner and S. Reyna (eds), 1991, 389 pp. Routledge. 
As described by the publisher, the text "takes an unusually broad look at famine by including analyses of countries where hunger has rarely been studied and by examining African famine from both African and Western perspectives. Its concluding proposals for eradicating famine make innovative and provocative contributions to current global debates on food and nutrition.
This volume explores the combination of political and economic forces that influence different levels of food supply. It begins with a discussion of famine theories, ranging from cultural ecology to neo-Marxism. Following this survey is a series of essays by anthropologists, geographers, economists and development practitioners that explores the role of Western institutions in African famine, analyzes famine in particular countries, and documents the relationship between famine and gender." 

The Story of an African Famine: Gender and Famine in Twentieth Century Malawi
Vaughan, M. 1987. UK: Cambridge University Press
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1525/maq.1989.3.2.02a00090/abstract
(Requires subscription)
This account of the 1949 famine in colonial Malawi employs a wide variety of historical sources, ranging from Colonial Office documentation to the songs of women who lived through the tragedy. The analysis of the causes and development of the famine takes the reader through a detailed agricultural and social history of Southern Malawi in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, focusing in particular on the nature of social and economic stratification, changes in kinship systems and the position of women and placing all this within the wider context of the impact of colonial rule.


The Femininization of Famine: Expressions of the Inexpressible?
Kelleher, Margaret. 1997. Durham: Duke University Press.
Contemporary media depiction's of famine and disaster display a striking prevalence of female images. The Feminization of Famine is a unique study of the tradition of female representations in famine literature, from nineteenth-century accounts of the Irish famine to the present day. 
The author investigates the effect of famine representations and their crucial role in shaping viewers and readers' interpretation of the famine. During this period of commemoration of the Great Irish Famine, The Feminization of Famine provides a significant critique of how famine has been represented and suggests important parallels with the current presentation of emergency and disaster.
Additional reading materials
Engagement and Disengagement: Rethinking Somalia
This paper outlines three international policy considerations for Somalia. The first section summarizes important elements of the Somali history and people as a preface to the discussion of international intervention. The importance of Somali clans, the reign of Siad Barre, and the subsequent international humanitarian efforts to aid Somalia during its famine in the early 1990s, provide a background to the current state of affairs in Somalia today.
http://globaltides.pepperdine.edu/rethinking-somalia.pdf
What lessons have donors and policymakers learnt from the famines in Ethiopia?
Sue Lautze; Daniel Maxwell; Tufts University, USA 
id21 Development Research Reporting Service, 2007
Ethiopia experienced periods of famine in 1999-2000 and 2002-2003. While droughts triggered these crises, many other factors contributed. However, there is little agreement about how to address the long-term causes of famine; emergency food aid remains the primary response by the government and donors. http://www.eldis.org/id21ext/s2sl1g1.html
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