Don’t bother us with GENDER now, this is an emergency!”
 Alarmed by the escalating crisis in the Horn of Africa, members of the Gender and Disaster Network call upon the African Union, African governments, donor institutions, UN agencies and international NGOs to be aware of the gendered impact of the famine to women and children in Somalia, Kenya, Djibouti and Ethiopia. Bearing in mind that during famine, women and girl children suffer from unequal nutritional intake; women face the increased burden of earning money to augment household income; women have to travel much further to fetch water and food for the family; pregnant women face an increased risk of giving birth in unsafe environments; and women and girls are exposed to gender-based violence in the camps that should be providing them with security.
 We call upon the African Union, and its member states, in particular, not only to provide immediate aid to the affected population and support humanitarian agencies working in the Horn of Africa but also develop alongside grassroots women’s groups a blueprint for response and recovery in building a drought-resistant environment.
 We urge the Al-Shabab militia group to allow humanitarian aid to reach women, children and men affected by the famine.
 We recommend that the African Union, African governments, donor institutions, international NGOs and UN agencies to:
·work with and support local women’s groups for participatory and well-coordinated action
·facilitate women’s inclusion in camp/village management committees
·conduct gender-aware vulnerability and capacity assessments
·protect women, children and vulnerable men from potential gender-based violence in refugee camps
·ensure women are in charge of managing and distributing relief
·be aware of the distinct needs of people with disability, the elderly, menstruating women, pregnant and lactating mothers (e.g. mobility aid, nutritional supplement, undergarments and sanitary pads, accessible shelter, water and sanitation)
·guarantee women and child-friendly spaces
The famine happened at a time when affected countries are slowly making progress in building their capacities to overcome the challenges caused by protracted conflicts and previous famines, and are rebuilding their lives. We urge the international community to help so that significant developmental gains made by Ethiopia Kenya, and in particular, Somalia would not be lost. We urge humanitarian workers not to succumb to the ‘tyranny of the urgent’ and ignore important social issues as they deal with the pressing logistical details.
 
Aramide Adebola, Rosemary Enie and Stuart Katwikirize and members of the Gender and Disaster Network.
Contact us: gdn@gdnonline.org. Visit our website: www.gdnonline.org
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